The law and ethics in relation to dentists treating HIV-positive patients: report on a recent U.S. Supreme Court case.
The U.S. Supreme Court confirms that an HIV-seropositive patient is a "handicapped" person even if totally asymptomatic. Hence, the patient is illegally discriminated against if a dentist consequently refuses to treat the person in the same manner in which he or she treats other patients. Canadian dental care providers should be aware of this decision, because it is reasonable to expect that the high-level Canadian courts and the Supreme Court of Canada would follow this U.S. Supreme Court decision. In addition, the U.S. judgment in effect supports judgments in recent Canadian lower court cases.